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SEB inspires entrepreneurship in Eastern Europe

SEB is the new main sponsor of this year's Eastern European Business Forum. The
Springfellow consulting firm, which has many years of experience from Eastern
Europe, is arranging the Forum. The annual seminar focuses on the economies and
politics of Eastern Europe as well as business prerequisites on these markets.

Speakers will include SEB chairman Jacob Wallenberg, Lennart Meri, the former
president of Estonia, Telia Sonera's CEO Anders Igel and the former head of the
Riksbank, Bengt Dennis. Many participants from various companies and organisations
with interests in Eastern Europe are expected to attend this year's seminar.

"The Baltic States and Poland are important domestic markets for SEB," says Lars
Thunell, SEB President and CEO. "That is why it is crucial for us to contribute to
awareness about the region's development and business opportunities. The intention is
for the seminar to inspire entrepreneurs who already operate or who plan to invest in
Eastern Europe as well as to comprise a forum for network building."

"SEB's subsidiary banks are well established in the Baltic States and possess
considerable expertise about these markets, so they can contribute a lot to the seminar,"
says Springfellow partner Johan Gorecki.

The Central European countries and Baltic States are currently the most important
growth markets of the EU, with several of the countries showing 7 to 8 per cent annual
growth and low inflation in the past few years. Developments in these countries also
have a major impact on the business sectors of other countries in Europe.

The seminar will be held 25-26 November 2004 at Berns in Stockholm. For more
information, see www.eebf.com.

Members of the press who wish to cover the conference should contact Johan Gorecki
on +46 8-586 199 01. Apply on www.eebf.com or by e-mail to info@eebf.com.

For more information, please contact:
SEB: Katarina Regdrdh, +46 8-763 9326, +46 70-763 9326, katarina.regardh(@seb.se
Springfellow: Daniel Eichhorn, +46 8-586 199 04, daniel.eichhorn@springfellow.com




Springfellow has many years of experience in helping companies enter new markets and invest in Eastern
Europe. The company collaborates with Swedish and international firms in several countries and has local offices
in Estonia, Russia, Denmark and Ukraine.

The SEB Group is a North European financial group for corporate customers, institutions and private individuals,
with 670 branch offices around Sweden, Germany and the Baltic States. SEB has more than 4 million customers,
of whom 1.8 million are e-banking customers. On 30 June 2004, the Group’s total assets amounted to SEK
1,404 billion while its assets under management totalled SEK 858 billion. The Group is represented in some 20
countries around the world and has a staff of about 18,000. Read more about SEB at www.sebgroup.com.



